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Abstract; 

In rmid-19"' Century AP, there were a 5mnil number of educations' institution?. 

ncit «nuugh to Cater tie need of the; people. The Mua :rn majority pruvineen such aS; 

Punjab, Sindh, NWFP (no* Khybcr Pakhtunkhwa) and Balucnistan remained backward 
In modern education due to mistrust of Britisi rulers. On December 27,1886, a three- 
uay gathering of those people who iupuorlsd the Muilirrl education, uieL at A :gar'i to 

lay the foundation of Muhammadan Educational Conference. Later, it had to undergo 
cert?in changes of nomenclature and finally Known ?s the All India Muslim 
Educations Conference. It was founded by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and aimed to tolve 
the problems ot education among Incian Muslims and to encourage the teaching ot 

modem sciences ard literature among themselves. Article in hand highlights tie rgle 

of Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan r among others, in uplifting the Muslim education In Unitecf 
India during 1336-97 
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Sir Sycd Ahmad Khern realized that even though the Aligarh Muslim College 
had been founded, but ;he problem of Indian Muslims education wlls noL being -solved 
from long time, One college was. obviously cloe sufficient to solve the social and 
cultural problems of the Indian Muslim community , 1 The main problem was the 
Muslims who had htm scattered all over India, were usually quite unaware of the 

conditions of their brothers. There was no way in which people of tli JTerent regiim.s and 

provinces could come across arid discus# with each other their ideas and views on 
national educational issues. It was feared that Lt should move m different directions 





Role &f Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan in Uplifting the Muslim Education In Unitod India 

because Llie Indian Muslim community which till Lben had been rather conservative and 
inactive, had now begun to move/ 1 The Muslims of different localities tied adopted 
different schemes for their progress unless all the energies of Muslim society were 
united to make a concerted effort In one direction. For this purpose. Sir Sycd Ahmad 

Khan thought foal the intercsl of Muslims as a mmm unity would be belter served if 
capable and. cnmpelent Muslim personalities were to be assembled at one place ami 

discuss the Muslims problems.' 

It would lead undemanding and unity among the Muslims of different 
provinces of Lndin The Conference was organized by Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan and its 

first meeting was held under The presidentship of Maulvi Muhammad Sam ■ nil ah 
Khan *The numbere of delegates from various provinces, were as follows: f 

L United Provinces of Agra and Dudh. 45 

ti. Punjab 2 

tii. Central Provinces M 


In addition, 15fl students from M.A-0 College also attended foe first meeting 

Hy choosing a solid way iti education and progress through CLtusulLuhon while 

accommodating die views of others, Maulvi Samiullah in his brio!' inaugural address 
hoped that Muslims would get benefit from the Conference and doc Jared. "'No course is 
better his 1 understand than this e on gre ss T t: fterf-orming ihe function of Secretary, Sir 

Sycd Ahmad Khan proposed the establishment of the Conference by moving foe first 
resolution. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan said: w Iii view of foe all-round degeneration of 

Muslim education and to promote it Its, every possible marine! through national unity 
atsd cooperation, it is in ihe fitness of things lo consider these proposals and oilier 
related important matters. People of different pans of ihe country should come togeiher 
under the name of M uhammatlan Educational Congress”.’ To avoid from going ihe 
way of the various Anjumatoi Vvhiutt bad adaipted different courses of action for Muslim 

education, foe Conference aimed “Muslims from various provinces and localities 

uU 

should come together every ycat to think over the problems of their children and 
prosperity in general, and through exchange of their ideas with one another for ihe 
betterment of the community by mutual discussions and whatever are found to he the 
bast and most practicable to be adopted } 

The main obiective behind its formation was to provide the Muslims of 
British India with a forum for discussion in order to remove their doubts and feais 


about western education and to understand Sir Sycd Ahmad’s ideas along with sense of 

the priorities on foe other hand, il was also necessary Ui gain the mural anti financial 
support of foe elite lor Aligarh College. Durirt£ Sir !syed Abroad Khan Secretary ship, 

from 1K&K-] 89S, Aligarh College remained the constituency of the Conference. Other 
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objectives included." emphasis on the need for the inclusion of European sciences and 
lilcruU.ru in curricula the paLroiidi'ir of oriental languages and literalure; Lhe 
encouKigemcnE of indigenous snslituiLiitts like Makiabs nod Mtidms&tiks. In urde] vu 
fulfill these objectives of the Conference, two plans were adopted : '' 


1. 

2. 


Holding the scssi on? of Confcrcncc regu laxly. 
Setting tp sub-committees. 


The first ybjeeL was to hold a session of the Conference every year aL a suitable 


place, where the Muslims community was willing to lake the responsibility of making 
arrangements for it. At this annual meeting, members of the Conference would 
announce any plan considered suitable for the advancement of Muslims education and 
after examination ami discussion their proposals would be adopted or rejeded by 
unanimous or majority vote. The second plan w&$ to promote the aims of the 


Conference by setting up sub-committees, as possible, in every town or vi 



e. 


Wherever Islamic societies already existed, if the members agreed they would be 
expected from time to time to send written reports to the annual meetings of the 


Conference concerning the progress of schools, Mafaabs, 



lrading and 


a mi cultural facilities and anything else which worry the Indian Muslims in the towns, 
villages and district of their own area. They would .her. be informed of any resolution 


which was passed by the annual Conference meeting, pertaining to their own problems 
and would be expected to do ?.ll they could to act upon, what had been decided.’From 
rhe very beginning the Conference was meant io be an assembly of the Muslims elite. 

An analysis of the members of the Conference in various sessions leads one In the 

conclusion that the large number of members belonged to the class which was styled as 
Knees, Nuwub. businessman, lawyers and barristers at law. Qulic a tew were 
government officials also, the number of students of Aligarh College becoming the 

members of the Muhammadan Educational Conference were few in the beginning but ri 
increased as they entered in various professions, was expected to become member of 
the Conference., 17 


Every o Id student, even though he might belong to any profess Lou, was 
expected to become a member of the Conference. The number of members belonging 
KJ the teaching profession was very small A galaxy of vigorous, enthusiastic, well- 

wisher and magnetic personality of Sir Syud Ahmad Khan had got together at a forum, 
whose uni Led. force brought Syed Ahmad Khan’s plan for Lhc betterment of the Indian 

Muslim society through Conference. 111 

1.1 l he Motives of the Confc ren ce 

. he Motives behind ihc formation of the Muslim Conference which wa.s 

mainly the work of the Muslim elite of Northern India, were as follows: 1 ' 1 






RbId of Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan in Upiiftinp the Muslim Education In United India 

1 „ What shtmlil be the medium oTjJiSLniciio-nii in educaiiaii? 

v " w ^ aw a •* ■ ■ m 9 w a a a aw a w w ai * a a a a a ® a aw^ • a a a • a 

2. To extend '.lie scope of Aligarh College to Ltd]Lienee Muslims throughout 

1 ndta. 


3. 

4, 


To provide scholarships for deserving Muslim students. 

To compel the sifflwcnt MuhI im* society to nfluencc I heir children for 


higher si.edits ir. Itfiglar.d. 


0. 

6 . 


To point out the condition of Muslims education in various districts. 
The improvemenr of religious education. 


When the hast India Company occupied Bengal in 1757, Hindus and Muslims 
maintained their own indigenous systems, deeply rooted in their traditions of learning 
because Lbere was nit organised stale Sponsored educational system in India. In the 

beginning, the British abstained from introducing western education. With the passage 
of time, however, they stalled thinking, that what their policy and attitude should be 


towards the education of the Indian people indigenous education received some 
impetus in Bengal with the foundation of Calcutta Madrassak founded by Warren 
Hastings in 1781, and the Har.aras Sanskrit School by Jonathan Duncan in 1792. The 
policy of encouraging oriental education led discussions between three groups. 5 

3. Evangelicals 



o. 



I an no 


Until ! R23, Lhu company did little for education due to its pre-occupation with 
and inteiest isi the settlement of political and commercial affairs, hi LR23. the British 
government appointed a General Committee of Public instruction, which now 


continued the debate about the nature and the medium of instructions. I lie differences 

between '.ho Anglicist and Orientalists attracted the at1er.tii.in of the government. The 
Anglicists held that western sciences and literature should be disseminated, among the 


Indian masses through die medium of English while Orientalists maintained that :1m be 
done in the vernacular languages. Macaulay, the President of the General Committee of 
Public Instruction, in his famous Minute, of February 1&3S, finally decided in favor of 
1'nglish as the medium of instruction anti the promotion, of western sciences anti 
literature. 16 


In 1 S3 7, as an official and court language, the popularity of English 
mereased, replacing Persian language, in 1854. Wood's Dispatch led llte Government 
to adopt a more active education policy Thus, in 1S57, the Universities of Calcutta. 

Madras anti Bombay were set up anti the Department of Public Instruction was 
established consequently, the now educational system hi get firm root, in India. The 

effects of the new system of education were felt differently by diffeient communities. 


10 
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For the Hi nidus it presented little problem: they took to Hnglish »nd western Icsming 

lust us their linos: si sirs had taken to Pcrduii and later l rdtr However,, the Mus Iims and 



scrvi lcs families could not afford Lo lake 


admission arid to hear Lbe 


expenses tit government expensive school's as their fortunes depended on employment 
in government service, and towards the end of the century, jobs in government offices 
became increasingly hard for those who bad nor been studying in government schools 
By IR 7 Q- 7 I, only 14.5 per cenL of the Muslims population in IiuIlu wan under 
instruction in .schooEs, scattered over a few provinces. 1 


Table l 

Mu si inis ElEucuXecui Growth in Dirferent Provinces 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ • > ^ ■ w^m ■ ■ • m ■ ■ ■ ■ * • 


Sr, 

Provtnn 

Muslim Percentage 

1 

Bengal and Assam 

17.8 

2 

Bombay 

14.4 

1- 

Madras 

4.4 

A. 

N WFP province nod Oudh 

25.3 

s. 

Punjab 

34.9 


Source: Francis Rcmsoii, Separatism Among Indian Muslims, Politics of r he 
United Provinces, Muslims !860-1923 (London; Cambridge Uni versity. Press, 1974), 



It appealed that with die exception of the NWFF and Gudh the growth 
of Muslim education was slow, similar lo other provinces. However, the position with 
regard lr> higher education wab" quite different. According m the statistics provided by 

the official reports. of Public Instruction for the year 1886-1887, very few Muslims 
were receiving instruction as compared "u the Hindus lei various colleges of Lbu 

following major provinces. 

Ti ble 11 

Number of Hindu and Muslim s eh n tails Haceivins; FustrucTinn in 1K W IS -16U4 "7 


in Arts and Professional Colleges 


r. Nor 

Provinces 

Hindus 

Muslim* 
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\ 

Bengal ar.d Assam 

2273 

m 

2 

Bombay 

105 A 

6fl 

3 

m 

Madras 

2919 

54 

4 

NWFP province and Oudh 

mi 

U9 

5 

■ 

Punjab 

321 

131 


Sukirte: Abdul Rashid Khan, The Alf !ndi& A/uvs/rwr Educ.aiiona! Con fkrzna. ■: It s 

mm k 

Contribution lo the Cultural Dwelupmertl of Indian Muslima. 1886-1947, {Karachi: 
Oxford University Press, 2001) p, 3. 


Muslim i^difference towards adopting modem education endangered in 

them a feeling of faired against the British nation. During the WUr of Independence 
1857, the conservatism of the Muslims kepi diem away from government schools and 
colleges which distrusted parents and they continued to send their children to the 


traditional Maktahs and Madrossehs where the curriculum reflected the closeness of 
the Link between edjciilnin ami religum. Most of Lbe course way rigidly confined 'ti 
religious teachings arid at some places, rudimentary arithmetic history and geography. 


c 


EEaboiating the actuality of the problem, Syed Ahmad Khan pointed out before th 
Indian Education Commission in 1882 than most of the Greek sciences of Logic. 
Philosophy, Astronomy, and Geography were translated into Arabic, accepted by (ho 

whole Muslim community without hesitation, and with slight modification and 


alterations, they gradually idund their way into the idigious books. So in the course of 
time These sciences were identified with thetr religion, and acquired a position by no 
means inferior to that of The sacred traditions of faith. IK 


A pan from Syed A hmad Khan, other leading Muslims were al so 

convinced Lb at mil King but only E-ingLi.sK education can raise shorn to (the scale of 

civili/aLitm. Vigorously, supporting the cause of English education in a Memorial 
presented to the Punjab Government on L7, April 1872, Abdul-Rahim Khan. Medical 
Fellow and Member of the Senate of Punjab University College, Lahore, therefore, 
desired the reservation of certain number of stipends for deserving Muslim students in 

enable them to pursue higher education. Is 


Earlier, 


Muslim attitude towards modem education was noted with 


concern by the public instruction department Bombay, in one of its obseivation on the 


12 
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state cvf education for the year i 868-fi9, pointed out that nothing can he clear 1 hen that 
the government system of instruction has r.pl succeeded in Securing Ihe sympathies of 

the people in the province, mainly because of the large proportion of Muhammadans in 
Sindh, people neves' supporting the government system of instruction. In August IS71, 
in a Resolution the government of the tiarl of Mayo regretted that the Muslims 

withheld their active cooperation from the education system and lost its material and 
social advantages. In 1882, the Education Commission suggested a number of measures 
to inspire Muslims by accommodating their special needs in relation to 

education. 2 "Thus the Bombay government expressed its concern that Muslims teamed 
the bulk of the population in Sindh* hut because they lagged behind in education, they 
were ruled hy the minority of Hindus who filled mold of ihe appointments in the 
administration not only in Sindh, but also in the other provinces as well there was a 

notable dii'ietencefi in the proportion of appointment held by Hindus and Muslims 
because of the former's lead in mode]]] education over the lattes. in lNSb-87, Hindus 
and Muslima percentage of the total appointed on judicial posts was as below; 

Table III 

Hindus mid Muslims Percentage on Executive and Judicial Posts in 


Different Provinces 


F. 

No. 

Provin 

M 

Hindus 

Percent 

age 

Musll 

ms 

Perce 

Mage 

Muslim population 
of these Areas 

■ 

Bengal 

B3.7 

8.5 

31.2 


MWFP 

, Oudh 

50.21 

45.1 

E4.4 

m 

Punjab 

■ 

51.3 

39.9 

5L3E 


Source; Abdul Flash id Khan, The AU Indie Muslim Educational 

Conference, its contribution to the cultural development of Indian Muslims y p. 4. 


Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, who was tracing lho cause of the Muslims’ 

1 I 

alnnfrtcss from modem education, pointed out Ihe folks wing reasons:- 

1. Political tradition 

2. Social customs 

3. Religious beliefs 
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4. Poverty 

In addition to ihjess muager resource a feeling of pride for the gloria of their 
past rulers of an empire, flic ruin of their scholastic elastics and die confiscation ot 
many of their religious foundations in 182# The neglect of providing separate means 
of Education* were other importam factor;; put to the Education! Commission by leading 

\1 us liens. StrSyed Ahmad Khan had already arrived ul (.his Conclusion ten years earlieT, 

whatever tine reason given to the Education Connors Lon as to why Muslims objected to 


die education imparted by die state, m the report of the Committee tor the Better 
Diffusion and Advancement of Learning among the Muhammadans society in India JJ 
In December Ift7f ihc ohjcci of forming ihc committee was lo investigate the cause 

preventing the Muslim .society from availing itself adequately of the government 

educational irisli-utiuns and to provide ways and means by which it might be reconciled 
to study western arts and sciences. It offered three prizes with fust being Rs.50U, 
second; Rs.3tKh third. Rs. L?d for the best three essays in this subject. L'be essay writers 
were to answer the fol I owi ng questions; 2- ' 


E 


Why was the proportion of Muslim students in government schools and 


colleges less than dial of 1 liruius? 


2 . 

J, 


> 


What was the cause of the decline of oriental learning'; 

Why the education of modem sciences not introduced among Indian 



Thirty [WO essay's were received a report of three hundred and twenty pages was 

prepared, pointed out the following causes: 

1. In government institutions, the absence of religious education. 

2 It was producing disbelief in faith because of the effects of English 

education. 


3. The various prejudices of the Indian society. 

4. The corruption of tnoials, politeness, and courtesy; did not fid (Hi the 
basic needs of society and flic habits and manners of the Muslim society. 

Ihc Education Commission, however, did not approve the ‘prejudice" that to 

read English was. unlawful and forbidden by the laws of Islam ur that it produces 
'disbelief in faith/ 'Syed Ahmad Khan had hi nisei f experi bul-cs in the work of the 


Scientific Society which he had founded in 1B-64. to nans late western science and 
literature which was an inadequate solution. '' This experience had taught him that it 
was impossible for the nation to ieam modem sciences through translated books only 


because of its little value tor the cause «f higher cdwaijon,^Expressing similar vicws 


in a message sent on the eve of the inauguration uf (.lie Scientific Society, Maulvi 

Abdul Lalif Khan, an elite of Bengal attd founder of die Literary Society, Calcutta said. 


14 
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"We must keep in mind that these arts and science arc; not to be learn! by means of 
translation imly but must also be learnt in Lhe original language' 1 . 21 

In the report prepared by Sir Syed Ahmad Khatt, the Commission 
decided to establish a model institution in ordet to impart an acceptable. education, 
based on the Anglo-oriental sty dies .Voider the circumstances, providing a general 


insEmction for an A El India character was necessary to discuss the educational problems 

facing Muslims bind Lib determine such suitable and practical measures in Order Lo boost 
their moral and intellectual development. 

in fact bn Syed sincerely believed what to be propagated atsd the government 
knew that he was not pretending. Due to thts reason Mr. Kemp son, the Director of 
Public Instruction, NWEK, pledged his cooperation and assistance within his authority 
when in 1863, Sir SI veal Ahmad Khan announced his plan Its found a literary Society 


during Ilia address at Ghaut i Pur/ 

The Duke of Argyl L was the first English Duke who encouraged the 
Society founded by an Indian gentleman 36 The Lieutenant Governors of the Punjab and 
NWFP accepicd ihc vice patron-ship of the Scientific Society, Responding to the 

request made by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in 18(15,, the NWFP government agreed Lo 
purchase the publication of society worth 500 rupees annual!y. ' 1 Sir Syed Ahmad K'uari 
was granted, leave along with some facilities from the government when Ire decided to 
accompany his son Syec Mahmud, 31 who was awarded a scholarship to pursue higher 
studies ir England Sir Syed Ahmad Khan sold his library and pledged his bungalow to 
meet traveling and accommodation expenses." ft was during the visit that he .succeeded 
in getting an insight into English system of education and also became aware of 

Muslims outside hniia. M BuT tiist major break-through in government policy towards 


Muslim education, mainly brought abotil an impact oflhc writings of W W. Hunlcr and 
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan's contacts came from its Resolution of Angusi 7, 1871. which 

made some special observation about Muslim education, going on to express a desire 
for a systematic loco ui ag-emCTi L and recognition oi oriental literature and vernacular 

languages its education institutions, the appointment of' qualified Muslim English 
teachers and grants in aid, so tliat Muslims might create schools of their own. In the 
light of the comments aboul his resolution received from various provincial 

governments. The Government of Imlia arrived at the conclusion ir. another resolution 
of 13 June 1873, dial Ltie stale system did not attract Llie Muslims to the lii ghci ranges 

of our educational course or to point out which studies impress tire real cultural and fit 
the young men for government service and open professions. It promised to diminish 
the inequalities in the distribution of state aid and to price Muslims upon a more sound 

footing with the general community through 'tie whole course of public insirucLum. 
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The Muslim Nationbackwardness continued Id receive support from 
well publicized statistics; and ellciled a good ileal af official E3j-L[js]a solicitude. Mayo's 
education measures a ltd Hunter’s arguments about the Muslims backwardness attained 
on nj| India and government considered it important fo support Muslims both socially 

and politically q* Ihc surest means of attaching them lev their rule these 
circumstances, some provincial government!; look measure for Lhe promotion of 

oriental literature. The NWFP government proposed to the Home government that it 
obtained the Persian and Arabic educational projects completed m Syria. Iran, Egypt., 
snd furkey through the Turkish and Persian consulates in Hornhuy and through the 

agency of French consulate in Algeria with a view of introducing them for ■.ho special 
education of Muslims. Meanwhile the NWFP government, whh the approval of the 

home government, provided much help for the establishment of' M.A.O. College at 


a 


Aligarh. Sir William Muir die Lieutenant Governor of NWFP considerably encouraged 
the scheme by giving 74 p-crcs of wasteland almost free of cost. As nr. exceptional item. 
mo annual grant-in-aid « f Rs-,5M was approved Lord North Brook, the Viceroy (1872- 
76). granted Rs 10, 000 specifically for Lhe sclmlars studying at Aligarh College. Tn 
ddition, ho wished to atl'ord every encouragement in his power to the c fibers made by 
Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan and other gentleman towards the promotion of education 
amongst Muslims in India, almost every Viceroy and Lieutenant Governor made 

occasional visits to the M.A.O. College ami enhanced the image of the institution and 
the grandeur of its founder. J1 

At this stage, however, these initiatives failed ro make any durable 
impact on the community. Expressing its dissatisfaction over the siatislieal returns 
provided by the provincial reports stated in ihc Resolution of February 1882, the 


government decided to appoint an Education Comrnis- 
investigate the problem of Indian Education all 


under WAV. Hunter to 
India. The Commission made 17 


recommendations* 


special 


encouragement. 


for 


Muslim 


concerning, 

education .^Important among them were, recognition of Urdu, as the principal medium 
of importing instruction to Muslim children in primary and middle schools cxcepi 
where the comm unity desired to adopt some other language, Liberal encouragement of 
higher education including lhe reservation of special scholarship and free education, 
employing Muslim teachers and inspecting organizers and die encouragement of 
Muslim educational associations. It inviicd lhe attention ofthc local government to ihc 
question of proportion in which state patronage is distributed! among educated Muslims 

udered the Commissi im’a 


and other Indian society. The home government specially 
re commendations about Muslims and declared its future policy in its Resolution of Inly 
3H85. This Resolution was a Magana Karla of Muslim education in India. 1 '’ 


16 





TB*? Islamic Culture 


WolSB 


from July to December 2017 


In spilt of these special measures of the government, no considerable change 

was Felt in the trend of the Muslims Inwards the English system of education. Mini of 
[lie I’livtmtenfs noble duel ai aiiotJK existed im papers only on self-help and mutual 
cooperation existed on rise part of the Muslim society, could produce a Lasting impact. 
Sir Sycd Ahmad Khar, believed iti the philosophy of self-help. The development of 
communication had also paved the way -o establish contact with the people of lhe 
community, living in fur flung purls of the country. This was only possible through a 
Conference. Elis continued efforts to promote cordiality between the rulers and Lhe 

ruled and constant propagation of the superiority of European science and literature 
over oriental teaming, led the government to concede his loyally,^ 

Conclusion 

The removal of doubts; and suspicions about western education and the 
government's moral support wete among the main achievements of Sir f>yed Ahmad 

Khan from the AMEC Platform. One could, assume that the Conference was organized 
lo popularize modem Education and to bring the tradilionaI education more in tine with 
the changing needs of the Muslim Society. Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan’s conciliatory policy 

strengthened Ihe relations between Muslims and the British Government in lhe 
perspective of the Mutiny of 1S5T Tiros conciliate iM between government and Indian 
Muslim society remained the cornerstone of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan’s pokey i] was. 
unaffected by lhe sttcmpl to revive the bogey of Muslim disloyalty, created in 1871, by 
Sir William Hunter m the Indian Vluslim society. Most of the latter 'g allegations abotd 

VIuslims loyally were rebutted by India and Britain- Sir Syed Ahmad Khan questioned 
both bis sources and interpretation, while in Britain, Sir Allred I.oval, a fellow member 

of lhe Anglo-Indian groups, contested bis observation by pointing out that Lluntet had 
drawn his facts from the province of lowei Bengal and applied his inferences to all 
India. I he network of connections built up by Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan provided him 
with the platform from which he success fnl I y launched many of bis social, educational 
and putilicat Loilialivess, workable lor future, which proved bene fitting for the Muslims 

m the due course of time. 
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